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Potential of citizen monitoring programs
Sango (Coral) Map Project -Result achieved through two-year
activities and future perspectives-

N. Namizaki!, H. Yamano!, R. Suzuki!l, K. Oohori?, H. Onaga?, T. Kishimoto?,
T. Sagawa®, Y. Machida®, S. Yasumura®, T. Satoh*6, T. Shigiya’, T. Shibata?,
M. Tsuchikawa?, Y. Miyamoto?, K. Harukawal®, Y. Hirate!!, K. Furuse!?
K. Hokoyama®3, Y. Yamanaka!* and T. Wagatsumal®

Abstract

We launched Sango (Coral) Map Project that is one of the citizen monitoring programs
in the ocean field in the International Year of the Reef of 2008. We developed a web-based
system to collect information on coral occurrence from various people, in order to under-
stand the current status of coral reefs of Japan. During two years, 148 people (divers,
snorkelers, etc.) provided information on coral occurrence, and 367 data were collected. Col-
laboration with other activities such as nature tours and diving programs were generated,
and the data contributed not only to validate national coral-reef distribution maps but also
to publish a scientific paper. Citizen monitoring programs are one of the useful methods for
the collaboration with various stakeholders. We should share successful cases and experi-
ences of citizen monitoring programs in marine areas to encourage citizen to contribute to
marine conservation.

Key words: Citizen monitoring program, Database, Global warming, Coral reefs
(Corresponding author’s e-mail address: namizaki.naoko@nies.go.jp)
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1 Center for Global Environmental Research, National Institute for Environmental Studies, 16 —2 Onogawa,
Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305—8506, Japan

2 Fukumimi Tours ISHIGAKIJIMA, 1086 —3 Nozoko, Ishigaki, Okinawa 907—0333, Japan

3 NATUREWORKS, Senaha 640—1, Yomitan, Nakagami, Okinawa 904 —0325, Japan

4 Diver, 3—4—3 4 F Mita, Minato Tokyo 108—0073, Japan

5 WWF Japan, 3—1—14 Shiba, Minato, Tokyo 105—0014, Japan

6 International Coral Reef Research and Monitoring Center, 2—27 Yashima, Ishigaki, Okinawa 907—0011, Japan

7 Marine Diving, 2—10—1 Hirakawa, Chiyoda, Tokyo 102—8612, Japan

8 Aero Photo Center Co., Ltd., 6—8—21 Nishiki, Tachikawa, Tokyo 190 —0022, Japan

9 CORAL NETWORK, 1258 —14—2 Toukaichiba, Midori, Yokohama, Kanagawa 226 —0025, Japan

10 Sevenseas Miyakojima, Maezato 39, Hirara, Miyakojima, Okinawa 906 —0422, Japan

11 Okinawa Prefectural Fisheries and Ocean Research Center, 1—3—1 Nisizaki, Itoman, Okinawa 901 —0305, Japan

12 Center for Environmental Studies, 2—1—22 Nishiki, Tachikawa, Tokyo 190—0022 Japan

13 Roots & Shoots OKINAWA, 1—15—14—303 Nakanishi, Urasoe, Okinawa 901—2125, Japan

14 Non Profit Organization Japan Conference of Underwater Education, 3—10—8—408 Minami-Gyotoku, Ichikawa,
Chiba 272—0138, Japan

15 Dive Terry’s, 12—2 Hosojima, Chuo, Hamamatsu, Shizuoka 435—0045, Japan

* (Present address) Biological Institute on Kuroshio, 560 Nishidomari, Otsuki, Kochi 788—0333, Japan
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