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1 &F 89 EMIEB— Report on ESN Conference 2018 —

Since I have joined the 5-year Doctoral Program, Graduate
School of Fisheries Science and Environmental Studies, Nagasaki
University, Japan in October 2015, I have been very keen on
pursuing research in the field of benthic microbial ecology. As one of
my research projects, I have investigated the response of nematode
community structures to hypoxia in an enclosed sea, Omura Bay, in
Nagasaki, Japan. Honestly to say, attending ESN (European Society
of Nematologists) Conference 2018 9-13th September in Ghent,
Belgium was a very nice experience to me.

Firstly, I got feedback on my poster presentation to improve
my draft manuscript before submitting to a journal. Since the
second year of my Ph.D. process, I have investigated the response
of nematode communities to habitat heterogeneity in an enclosed
seasonally hypoxic bay, Omura Bay (Nagasaki, Japan). Based on my
findings, I made a poster presentation for the meeting and prepared

a draft manuscript to submit a peer-reviewed journal paper. Besides
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reviewing the manuscript with my peers and supervisor, I think it

was necessary to present it at a professional conference or meeting,
particularly ESN conference 2018, for obtaining further feedbacks

and/or advice from a variety of attendees from similar and/or



related fields of study. Their comments played an important role in
improving my manuscript as well as making it ready for submission.
Secondly, I learned about molecular techniques which would
allow me to access the diversity of nematode community with high
precision and efficiency. When I have sorted nematode based on its
morphological traits, there are always some kinds of ambiguity at
genus and much finer taxonomic resolution. Therefore, in addition
to the morphological analysis, I would like to apply metagenomic
analysis to reveal the nematode community diversity in my next
research project. By coupling DNA and morphological taxonomy, it
was expected that the true biodiversity of nematode will be shown
in Omura Bay. However, in my research proposal, many things
remained unclear about experimental design, research equipment,
and data analysis. Walking around other posters and attending oral

presentations at this conference allowed me to obtain new ideas and/

or insights on biodiversity analysis (linking morphology and DNA).
Moreover, | had good opportunities to ask presenters questions
about their study and the rationale behind it, which were not written
in any journal articles I have read.

In addition to knowledge about the biodiversity of meiobenthic
organisms, networking will prove to be a key in my journey to
become a successful contributor to my field of interest. As I am
trying to build my professional network at the early stage of my
Ph.D. process, attending international conferences/meetings like
ESN 2018 was one of the greatest ways to meet up and talk with
new people in my field as well as to get my name and my work out
there. Finally, this travel grant helped me to achieve these goals by
reducing my stress over the lack of money for the trip to Belgium. I

deeply appreciate it. Thank you!
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